
Pilgrim was considering his own views on the matter even as he asked the question.   

Interpreter  Indeed I do not. The human species has evolved from other higher primates 

and possesses an electro-chemical powerhouse – the brain – that is species specific. There may be 

glitches and twists in the hard-wiring of that brain that become evident in specific individuals from 

conception or from birth but by and large human beings are gifted similar human features. You and I 

have eyes to see, legs and arms to move, noses to smell, lungs to breathe, ears to hear, and brains to 

use to coordinate movement and thought and language and action. The differentiation in the wiring 

of the brain, the degree of complexity in the arrangement of the axons and dendrites, the whole 

cellular structure that is opened up by the knife of the brain surgeon, all that is the fruit of the inter-

relationship between the brain of the individual and the life experiences of that same individual. Here 

in this land they called it the nature-nurture issue and debated how much importance should be 

given to each in explaining our actions in life. Not before time, there are now academic voices 

pointing out that the so-called debate was asking the wrong question, assuming that nature and 

nurture could be separated in that way. 70   Why do some people want to believe that there are those 

who are born dull and others who are born bright?  The answer to that question is in the box marked 

Power and Control. Why were women marked out as different from men? Why were they seen as less 

suited and therefore less capable of fulfilling the political and social roles that men played? Because 

men feared their competition. Why were those men and women of different races and different 

colours marked out as inferior by those who conquered and then exploited them? Because power and 

wealth corrupt. The demand for equality will always be resisted by those whose power and control 

rest on a foundation of inequality. Imagine:  in every state in our world, every member of the next 

generation, is actually born equal, with the potential to enjoy the joy of being fully human. That’s 

such a subversive idea to take on board!  No wonder the wealthy and powerful strive to protect their 

vested interests by denying full human potential to most of the next generation. On the grounds they 

have been born too dull and lack the brightness to deserve the education deemed appropriate for 

their own children.  


